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23, onwa vina — On a double pole. They carried the cluster
& of grapes on a bed of poles, two poles from north to south

\ .,tNUMiSERS PARASHAS SHELACH 13/20-27 - and another two supporting poles from east to west, so that
there were a total of four poles, requiring eight men to carry
is it good or Is it bad? And how are the cities in which it dwells — are they open or are they g::nrl ;::aizy ::r:;::adt e;::%ef f:g :::d izitlt:ai?;ge:r:gf:
fortified? 20 And how is the land — is it fertile or is it lean? are there trees in it or not? You shall [Ostensibly they were igllowing Moses! instruétions to bring
strengthen yourselves and take from the fruit of the Land.” The days were the season of the back samples of the Land’s produce] but their true intention
; 3 was to show that the Land was abnormal and dangerous, as
first ripe grapes. Ao evidenced by its mutant fruit. For this reason, Joshua and
pMJ'k Caleb did not participate in this enterprise (Rashi here and to

3 R Bl Sotah 34a).

(Sotah 34b). ;['hat puts the entire cluster at 960 se 'ahs. Using 17 pounds as the
weight of one se’ah, the cluster must have weighed over 16,000 pounds (Yalkut

Me Am Lo'ez).
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Ribba says in the name of Rabbi Yochanan (Sanhedrin 104b) that “that

night” when Bnei Yisrael wept was Tishah BAv. Hashem said to them, “You
ried for no reason tonight; therefore I will give you a reason to cry for all
generations.” As a punishment for the sin of the meraglim, both the First and Second -
Beis Hamikdash were destroyed on Tishah B'Av. '
Megillas Eichah, Lamentations, which laments the Churban, the Destruction,
discusses the character and causes of the Churban. Rabba asks, “Since the pesakim
in Eichah follow the order of the aleph-beis. why is it that in the second, third,
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Instead of casting suspicious glances at the Jewish scoutir
party, the inhabitants would be busy attending funeral
Wherever, they went, the Meraglim saw huge crowds atten
ing funerals and hardly any traffic on the roads. Ideal conc
tions for a scouting party, one would think.

But the Meraglim put an entirely different spin on the s
uation. Funeral processions everywhere! Canaan was clee
ly “a land that devours its inhabitants.” They perpetrated
malicious slander and created a wave of public reacti
against entering the Holy Land. As atonement, the Jewi

and fourth chapters tie [verse beginning with the] letter » precedes [that of] the epeople had to spend forty years ifi the desert. This was

letter 7" He answers that the meraglim “spoke with their n3 [mouths] that w[’ucl
they did not see with their 19 [eves].”

~J Chazal seem to be accusing the meraglim of lying. However, in truth this was not
so. The meraglim related to Bnei Yisrael only what they indeed saw: giants, fortified
cities, people dying, and a very powerful nation inhabiting the Land. Chazal point
out that everything that the meraglim reported was true.
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seminal event in Jewish history.

~/ But what was really wrong with what they did? They or
reported the facts as they saw them. After all, it was not the
fault that wherever they went, they saw large funerai'l"ﬁrwoﬁ_&g
sions.

¥ The Steipler Gaon explains that the Meraglim saw wh
they wanted to see. They looked at the Holy Land with
jaundiced eye, and they saw the worst. According to the Be
Haturim, they were subconsciously concerned that th
would lose their positions of prominence once the Land w
conquered. Had they been more positive in their outloc
they would have understood that their interpretation
events was wrong.

Logically, if Canaan was indeed “a land that devours
inhabitants,” if death was always rampant in Canaan, peoy
would not be attending funerals in large numbers. How wot
society functlon if everyone spent a good part of his d
marchjng in funeral processions? MNothing would ever ¢
done. If people were really dying in droves, people would
to very few funerals. In fact, no one but the immediate fa

ily and closest friends would attend funerals. There wot
not be many large funeral processions.

~ Had the Meraglim made an honest assessment of the s
uation, they would have realized that such large funeral pi
cessions proved the exact opposite of what they had cc
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THE SECRET MISSION OF THE MERAGLIM

(®

The word Meraglim, which means spies, is associated with the twelve men
Moshe sent to spy the land of Canaan. However, this term is ascribed to
two other groups of people as well. When the Shevatim came down to
Mitzrayim to purchase food, Yosef accused them: onx 0'%31n — “You are
spies!” Also, Yehoshua sent Kalev and Pinchas as Meraglim before he set
" out to conquer Eretz Yisrael.*?
These three sets of Meraglim had the same mission.

whe role of the D"‘_::HE was to create a MY, a routine, a path upon

which the Jews could travel. They were to play the role of undercover

infiltrators in the kedushah’s offensive against fumah. They would do this

/@y entering the territory of evil and thinking holy thoughts, saying hol
words, and doing holy actions. These would break through the kelipos, thn

barriers of evil. Afterwards, when more people came, the path would be

cleared enough for them to successfully live a Jewish life.

The very greatest people were required for this task; the most experi-
enced tzaddikim were needed. Only the most skilled soldiers could with-

stand the first, most powerful enemy attacks.

1\ THE SHEVATIM IN MITZRAYIM

Mitzrayim was a center of enormous tumah; it was the producer and ex-

porter of every kind of licentiousness. The Jewish People were to descend

there, build families and live Jewish lives. How would they survive? What

would stop the natural assimilation process?

The first who brought holiness to Egypt was Sarah. By being in Pharach’s

palace and withstanding his advances, she brought the Shechinah there.

Following her was Yosef. He remained strong in the face of Potifar’s wife's

seductions, creating a bubble of holy protection for the Jews who would

soon follow.

But it wasn't enough. All twelve Shevatim were needed to crack through
the fumah and that is why Yosef insisted that Binyamin must also descend to
Egypt. Together, the holy tribes would withstand waves of impurity until they

weakened the tumah so much so, that from a population of millions, not a

single Jewish man had relations with an Egyptian wﬁﬂmmﬂ

The Meraglim of our parashah were also sent to break through tumah. Eretz
Yisrael is the holiest place on earth, but while the Jews were in the wilder-

ness, it was covered by a thick kelipah, courtesy of Canaan, who, like the
Egyptians, were the most degenerate of the nations. The Torah holds up

these nations as examples of moral corruption, “Like the practice of the
land of Egypt... and Canaan... do not do.™?

Furthermore, when the Meraglim came back they shared, “We saw the
nephilim there!”** The nephilim were children of the angels who fell from
heaven during the Dor HaMabul. These angelic/human descendants sinned

most grievously by taking married women, dragging the generation of the

Mabul to its ultimate destruction.
NWhen the Meraglim failed to break the kelipah, the Jews remained in
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the Midbar for forty years. When they were ready to enter Eretz Yisrael,
they again needed to send Meraglim ahead of them.

& This time, only two men were chosen, each a person who had proven
himself capable of withstanding difficult spiritual challenges. The first was
Calev, one of the two Meraglim who had succeeded the first time around. The

second was Pinchas, a man who remained completely above confusion when

- twenty-four thousand men went astray after the Midianite women in Shittim.**
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o They landed up, of all places, at the home of Rachav the harlot. By re-

maining completely pure throughout their ordeal, they cracked the tumah

of Canaan enough so that Klal Yisrael would be able to follow.
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The sin (‘)f the meraglim;as that they looked at the Holy Land with physical eyes.
Had they gazed with eyes of faith upon the Land, they would have seen Hashem's
Shechinah everywhere. On Har Hamoriah they would have seen f the
Akeidakh; when they came to Kiryat Arba, to Me'aras Hamachpelah, they would have
seen the holiness that enveloped the burial place of the Avos, With every step that
they took in Eretz Yisrael, they would have felt the holiness that emanated from the
Avos, who served Hashem there,

~Had the meraglzm discerned the holiness of the Land, they would never have
reported un its physical attributes as they did and sown fear in their brothers’
heaffs, Ot the contrary, they would have ignited a fiery love for Eretz Yisrael, so that
the entire nation would have responded, like Calev, nyy ny—We shall indeed go up.

However, hecause the meraglim lacked trust in Hashem's ability to help them
overcome all obstacles, they saw only wood and stones, and they therefore described
the Land in mere physical terms. Hence, they indeed “spoke with their mouths” that
which “they didn'l see” with their spiritual eyes. They told Bnei Yisrael about the
great mountains—but not about the Shechinah that rested on the mountains; they
talked about the Land that consumed its inhabite.nts but not about the Lan that

thg holy lmpact on the Land bl the “greatest of all giants,” Avraham, Yﬂ:zchak, and
Yaukov, our Forefathers. -

s Therefore, in Megillas Eichah we find that the 5 precedes the ¥, for this manuscript
laments the causes of the Churban, the destruction of the Temple: When Bnei Yisrael

lived in Eretz Yisrael, they, like the meraglim, viewed the Land with purely physical
eyes and saw only what physically existed there, ignoring the holiness of the Land.
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Meraglim, he told them (13:18), “And you shall see (ure'isern)
the land.” When he gave the mitzvah of tzitzis, he said
(15:39), “And you shall see (ure’isem) it and recall all God's
commandments.” What is the significance of this similarity?

The Talmud explains (Menachos 43b) how “seeing” the
tzitzis leads us to recall the commandments. The key is the
blue techeiles thread, which is reminiscent of the sea. The
blue sea recalls the blue sky. The sky recalls the Throne of
rJCilory, and the thought of the Throne of Glory reminds us to
perform the mitzvos. _

The tzitzis show us that a person can “see” far beyond the
surface if he makes the proper effort. Moshe sent the
Meraglim to “see” the land, and indeed, there was much to
see. But they could not get beyond the surface. They saw
giants and funerals, but they never really penefrated to its
holiness. They never did “see” the land.
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t He relent and permit him 1o enter Eretz itants of the Land. The second reason is that by
israel with his people. One i~ # practical reason:  viewing the Land from a perspective of “good. " he
¢ will be able to have a positive impact upon it for

— the “good ™ of [srael, and that will have aneverlasi-
ing and indelible influence upon lsrael's security
and well-being in the Land. Accarding to the
Sforne’s interpretation, the expression Ty, and
sev, i not simply atequest tu see, in the usual sense,
but to offectuate o major influence upon lsrael's
permanent residence and success in Ererz Yisrael.
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31
7 FINDING FORTITUDE IN THE FRUIT
Moshe Rabbeinu told the Meraglim: Y%7 2n 0anR onpmnm — “Strengthen
yourselves! And take from the fruit of the land."** There was something that
could help the Meraglim succeed in the herculean task that lay ahead — the

fruit of Eretz Yisrael.

. True, at that point Eretz Yisrael was covered by a thick shell of tumah,
but its fruits were full of holiness and not just of an ordinary sort. With
_their entry into Eretz Yisrael, Klal Yisrael was supposed to have embarked
ypon the Messianic era. Therefore, the fruits on the trees of Eretz Yisrael
had grown in preparation for the period of Mashiach and contained sparks
of the kedushah of Mashiach.*®
What kind of kedushah is exclusive to the period of Mashiach? The
sod, the secret layer of Torah. Currently, we only have the revealed levels

of Torah. While we have small sparks of sod as a foretaste, the bulk of the
secrets will be revealed when Mashiach comes.

Moshe Rabbeinu understood that it would be almost impossible to
withstand the tumah that was then covering Eretz Yisrael. So, he told the
Meraglim: Find out YI¥7 n — “and how is the land.™ W0 N is gematria

7710 17 92 (347).

If the Meraglim had eaten from the fruits of Eretz Yisrael, secrets of the
“orah would have been revealed to them. The spiritual satisfaction of the
secrets of Torah would have enabled them to overcome the tumah covering
Eretz Yisrael”®

i Yehoshua and Kalev ate of the fruits of Eretz Yisrael and this enabled

them to break through the darkness. The other Meraglim didn't absorb the
jnner holiness of the fruits; they merely brought them back. Without the ke-
dushah of the inner layers of Torah, they could only see the exterior of Eretz

Yisrael and felt powerless to overcome the kelipah. In defeat they proclaimed,
29

“We won't be able to go up to the nation because it is stronger than us.”

Yehoshua countered, “...the land is very, very good! ...N2j X7 WK Y
w37 350 — “Itis a land that flows with milk and honey!™’
w3 270 N3t is gematria AR riKe YA Py 51 — “Open up my

34 218 DimensioNs IN CHUMASH

R Reras¥in
BACKGROUND ;
The central episode in our parsha is that of the sending of spies to
the Land of Canaan and the ensuing events and repercussions. Verse 2
of Chapter 13 states that “IN7&/R PR 702 TR &R T L*R—One man
each from his father’s tribe shall you send.” Since the Jewish People
comprise twelve tribes, and each tribe sent one man, the delegation of
spies apparently totaled twelve people.
~ However, the matter does not rest there. The Verushalmi in Maseches
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Sotah records a dispute among the Sages as to how to relate to situa-

tions where the Torah repeats a word.! Are we to relate to the second

,word as an additional unit, or do we rather say “dibrah Torah k'leshon

b'nei adam—the Torah speaks as people do," i.e., repeating a word may
simply be a way of speaking, without necessarily adding an extra ele-
ment. The Yerushalmi states that the differing opinions on this matter

will have implications for our understanding of how many men were
] = T -

sent to the land of Canaan, seeing as our verse refers to them with the

double expression "TIR LR TR WK™

N e According to R’ Yishmael, who holds that the Torah speaks as
people do, there was only one man per tribe that was sent.
« According to R’ Akiva, who holds that the Torah does not speak
as people do, the double expression indicates that two people
from each tribe were sent.
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AN UNLIKELY CEREMONY—THE NAMING OF NACHAL ESHKOL

In the course of their tour of the land, the spies took some fruit—
a cluster of grapes, a pomegranate, and a fig—in order to bring back
and show the people. Verse 24 then states:

N3 DER NP WK YiowRD NiTR 2y Siwk S xap xna oipr?

2R
They named that place the Brook of Eshkol, on account of the
cluster that the Children of Israel cut from there.

. s - . - ”
It is most interesting to note that in this verse the spies are referred

to as “the Children of Israel.” While it is true that they were from the

Children of Israel, nevertheless, all the other verses in this parsha refer
to them simply as “the men,” or just use the pronoun “they”! What is
behind this “official”-sounding title in our verse?

~untruth, a seemingly more pressing question is: What was the goal
“of naming this brook in the first place? After all, these men are meant

to be keeping a low profile as they scout out the land. They are not

meant to be holding name-changing ceremonies —to which we can only

hope no-one turned up!

A DUAL MISSION
Tn order to answer these questions, let us go back to the verses
which describe Moshe's instructions to the spies, which he concludes
by saying. ‘

Y77 ™90 DR SRR

You shall strengthen yourselves and take from the fruit of
the land.

% The simple translation of the word “nmpinniaY” is, as we have indi-
cated, “you shall strengthen yourselves.” However, the Targum Yonasan

R. Walfso3F)

SECRETS IN THE CRAPES

3%
The Torah describes the season during which the Meraglim traveled, the
months of Tammuz and Av, as &'V 193 & — “The days of the ripening
of the grapes.”32 Literally, however, "}122 mean first, or before. Thus, Rav
Shamshon Astropole* interprets DY 22 to mean, “That which is before
the letters of 0v21p.” The letter before ¥ is ©,-before 3 is », before 2 is X,
before 1 is 3 —spelling >-x-0-0, the name of the Satan.**

ben Uziel translates this word as: “Rnpm pragm.” The concept of chaz-

akah is a formal acquisition of land through an act that demonstrates

ownership thereof.? According tq the Targum Yonasan, the taking of

the fruit was not only for purposes of bringing it back to show the

people, but was also an initial "chazakah” act of acquiring the land on

- their behalf!

It emerges that the mission of the men sent by Moshe to Canaan

was twofold:

« To bring back information concerning the land.

« To initiate the people’s acquisition of the land.

Ay

Now we can understand why the verse which describes the cutting
of the cluster of grapes calls them “the Children of Israel.” For unlike
the scouting element of their mission, in which capacity they served

as twelve “men” seeking to bring back information to the people, with

.the cutting of the grapes they were acquiring the land for the people. In

this capacity, they were no longer twelve individuals, but rather twelve |
(gmissaries representing the entire “Children of Israel”! /

s Indeed, this will give us insight into the significance of the re-
naming of the place from where they took the fruit, as this, too, was
an act of proprietorship, representing the transition of the land into

new hands.
' Moreover, once we appreciate that there were actually two missions

LGJ be accomplished, we can begin to understand why each tribe may

) The Meraglim did not just have to break though the kelipah covering
the place Eretz Yisrael, they had to break a shell covering the time of
‘Tammuz and Av. Just as Eretz Yisrael is the place of Geulah, Tammuz and
Av are the time of Geulah. These months will become the greatest months
when Mashiach comes, but today they are covered with the kelipah that is

before 023V

» The letters before 33y spell the name of the Satan, but that is only
when the yud is left out. Yud is a letter of kedushah as it is part of Hashem's
Name. With the yud included, grape wine is a drink of holiness and eleva-
tion. It has the capacity to reveal secrets, to connect a person to the deep,
intuitive sod level of Torah.”® When Mashiach comes, wine will lose its
danger of intoxication and instead will uplift us with secrets of Torah.

The Meraglim brought back a cluster of grapes from Eretz Yisrael and
used it to disparage Eretz Yisrael. They became trapped in the 0°33p of the

Satan.

~ But there was tremendous kedushah in those grapes. The Midrash*® re-
veals that they were squeezed and made into wine. This wine was used for
the nissuchin throughout the forty years in the Midbar. The kelipah cover-
ing these grapes were broken and their secret goodness was revealed.
May the goodness of Tarnmuz and Av and the holiness of Eretz Yisrael

be fully revealed, soon, in our days, Amen.
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have actually sent two representatives.
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A Midrash on the first pasuk in the Torah (Bereishis Rabbah i
1:4) declares that the entire world was created Bereishis — for . _
things that are called reishis (first). One of the items on this DNEIY VIDE RN BN 1 3INAN TS
list is bikkurim. KT A ST LM (D Tonb) ISR WA B 7 wan® B~y

The Alshich HaKadosh finds this assertion astonishing. paps pamany qeen Ky KoK T3 92057 09 13 X Nnby3 DT TED KD PR

aX pnba jEIN P90 mmny 7 nevp MR yasih by bomT MR 13 amnhe
“What's so great about this mitzvah that the entire world was  7em — 1933 _noobph Twan Taun X7 nmpn Nanka mbynih MY AR

created for it?” he wonders. R0OT
The Alshich answers that this Midrash is conveying a fun- epn NIAR SY Nl X SMISNaR NN 9 M2 N3 Ry A AN 6

damental principle upon which our entire faith is predicated. mpa A (T 7D YR wrRd BTRE by Tam 2730 MY PWRIT T8RN
Hashem has no need for this world or for us. Furthermore, 19wy 1Y By 2ank BTRA yoagy ,mapba 71D AT NN TR AR TR PP

anything that we can possible give Him or do for Him comes
from tesources that He provides for us. And if we were trying
to pay Him back, what could possibly suffice as recompense
for our very lives and for supplying us with all our needs,
bestowing an abundance of good upon us?
So what can we do for Hashem? SRZTR TN — SRPTRAM
ﬁThe Alshich answers that Hashem wants only one thing in '
return for all He does for us: hakaras hatov. He wants us to
express gratitude.
The entire_world was created for bikkurim, says the

gow 7 nank SY DB DMPANY RIn AMwn TS 19U mwn s Ban o
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Alshich, because the entire purpose of the mitzvah of bik- (% /p 27an H7iD) 0¥ AR DX by Yon NBATID MY pad neash 19
Jeurim is to give thanks to Hashem for our crops. AR w1asY YN M YRNPIN NTAYR B3N IvERY PORT DT p1ab ot
A Midrash (Mishnas Rabbi Eliezer 7) states: Nothing is Nyo Dy DT PN AN PR
worse to Hashem than ingratitude. The Midrash goes on to 2" Jora ®¥B) B7AMTN TPERY W23 EMAIM nyTy pap im0 ol
say something shocking. Why was Adam HaRishon banished 177%™ Kb 15 OX! KU BAIAKT KM B (BF) UOED BMAX RE (3™ *n

from Gan Eden? Because he ate from the Eitz Hada'as (Tree Py ART, BW "EOPY D% POEY) PINT DK P 92D BITARY amxy PPy 992
of Knowledge), correct? pygb M Ar Y T TRRY D3I ANEpRa WP sy mypm Bam a1 1P o

No. mmb tmM AN PN bR BRRPRY AT by 1an TITa AR WK (nwash

~/ The Mishnas Rabbi Eliezer says that he was banished qwwmy L7bo mIp w53 whnY (3. INTD sagh (rm on 7 Dw 27amn) PR
because when Hashem asked him why he had eaten from the [irwan qa5w oy o N FPIPY TR NRT INYa2
Fitz Hada’as, Adam answered: "5 Ny K IRy Hnd WK KD oM nsn BwpY PPINTIT KN YR YRR ER pnnpY,. TN DXT IJE
Saxy yya 1, The woman whom You gaue to be with rﬁe'__ she ¥anm by (3 7P MAMD) wrRD DMIDNA PR ara mepe ANy Ny AR RIS
gave me from the (ree, and | ate (Bereishis 3:12). It was Adam 137 m) £U113°30 nTen mgph nnY tban PI9N 2MPpn 12KD 9N bRy T
HaRishon's lack of gratitude that caused him to be thrown out 2733 %3 i3 bnb 2wma MR Enpnnm,. XS M1 B3N Tmbnn R AN
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